
By Phil Hosp
VP, Operations

Since its founding in the early 1970s, 
the Madison Heights Neighborhood 
Association’s mission has been to 
cultivate a sense of community among 
Madison Heights residents, preserve 
and enhance the special character 
of our historic neighborhood, and 
provide a community voice to advise 
city officials, staff, school personnel, 
and the community at large about 
our events, needs, and concerns.

This past year, MHNA’s members 
elected a new crop of directors and 
officers who have enthusiastically 
taken on the task of increasing the 
association’s role in advocating for 
issues that impact residents’ quality 
of life. In her article on page 3 of this 
newsletter, resident and executive 
director of Pasadena Heritage Sue 
Mossman correctly noted that 
Madison Heights’ central location 
makes it both very attractive and 
uniquely vulnerable to impacts 
tied to development and growth. 
With this in mind, MHNA has 
worked on a number of civic issues 
impacting our neighborhoods:

• Crime at the Fillmore Gold 
Line Station: MHNA has been very 
active over the last several months 
in communicating concerns about 
the ongoing criminal activity at 
the Fillmore Station. The Fillmore 
Station tops the list for police service 
calls related to serious crimes and 

transient activity. The City Council 
has authorized the Pasadena Police 
Department to enter into a contract 
with METRO and discussions are still 
underway. Contract or not, Pasadena 
police will continue to provide extra 
service to the transit stations as 
time, resources, and funds allow.

• Participate Pasadena: Members
of the board represented MHNA on 
September 19 at the kick-off meeting 
for Participate Pasadena, an initiative 
spearheaded by Pasadena Heritage 
that directly connects with residents, 
capturing their concerns and ideas 
about development in Pasadena.

• Short Term Rental Units:
MHNA joined other neighborhood 
associations appearing before 
the city council to successfully 
oppose a pilot program that would 
have allowed un-hosted vacation 
rentals in our neighborhood.

• Condo Project on Euclid and
California: MHNA appeared before 
the city council and expressed its 
opposition to a proposed condo 
project that calls for the destruction 
of two mature camphor trees. We 
anticipate that the owner will seek 
permission from the Urban Forestry 
Advisory Committee to remove the 
trees. Preserving the beautiful tree 
canopy in Madison Heights is a top 
priority and we intend to oppose it.

Our agenda in the coming months 
is equally packed. Items include:

• Accessory Dwelling Units:
After holding city-wide public 
meetings, the city council will 
consider amendments to the city 
code concerning accessory dwelling 
units (ADUs) e.g., “granny flats,” in-
law apartments, and guest houses.

• New Condos on Los Robles:
There is a flurry of development 
proposed for Los Robles (between 
Del Mar and Green St.), including 
at least three large-scale residential 
developments. MHNA is concerned 
about the increased amount of 
traffic congestion that these projects 
will cause during construction as 
well as their permanent effects on 
traffic in the area. The association 
has requested a cumulative traffic 
study for all of the projects and 
will participate in city commission 
and council meetings to gather 
information and present testimony.

• Pasadena Fair Oaks and Central
District Specific Plans: The City of 
Pasadena will start the process of 
updating its Specific Plan in 2018. 
Specific plans are critical tools that 
provide guidance on important 
issues such as residential density, 
traffic, walkability, architectural 
design, and more. The city is also 
about to unveil its comprehensive 
community outreach program, 
which will include open houses and 
stakeholder meetings to identify 
issues and establish the program’s 
vision and goals. MHNA will be an 
active participant in the process and 
will keep members informed as dates 
and materials are made available in 
order to encourage as much resident 
involvement as possible.  

• Block Captain Recruitment:
MHNA is looking for members of the 
neighborhood to volunteer as block 
captains. These individuals will act 
as a liaison between the association 
and the Pasadena Police Department 
to help keep our neighborhoods 
safe, as well as acting as the “street 
communicator” for the MHNA 
board. For more information on 
the program, please see page 7 .

2017 was a busy year for MHNA 
and we are excited for 2018! The 
association is very interested in the 
views of our members and residents. 
Please feel free to contact us and tell 
us about your concerns and share any 
thoughts you have on issues. Having 
your support is crucial to sustaining 
our communication and outreach 
efforts, and ensuring that we have the 
resources to advocate effectively for 
issues that affect your quality of life.

MADISON HEIGHTS RESIDENTS walk together in annual Fourth of  July Parade and Picnic to celebrate 
the holiday. The event brought together many members of  the community and concluded at Allendale Park. 

Madison Heights Neighborhood Association: 
Working to improve your quality of life
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Hello Neighbors!

It is a pleasure to once again be the President of the Madi-
son Heights Neighborhood Association! I have loved work-
ing with and for you during this past year and am excited for 
what’s to come this year. I want to give a big welcome to our 
newest board members. Please look at our roster and say how-
dy and thanks to all those who work hard behind the scenes. 
I also want to give a big thank you Lucian Carter, a long time 
board member who passed away earlier this year. I send my 
heartfelt condolences to Lucian’s family and friends.  We will 
miss Lucian’ s friendly demeanor and long-time devotion to 
our neighborhood.

Madison Heights means a lot to me. I grew up here and at-
tended Allendale Elementary, McKinley Junior High and Blair 
High School. After leaving for college and spending about 20 
years away, I returned to Madison Heights with my wife, Lori, 
to raise our three girls. As we all know, Madison Heights is a 
great place to raise a family and I want to do everything I can 
to keep this one of, if not the, best neighborhoods around. 

An important goal of mine is to recruit all non-members to 
join the Madison Heights Neighborhood Association and/or 
join the board. The more the merrier, so please come out and 
get involved.  

There are lots of things happening in our city and our goal 
is to ensure everyone is both informed and has the opportu-
nity to provide local feedback to city decision makers. The 
city will listen and it is our job to be critical and involved to 
ensure that our voices are heard. To learn more about what is 
going on in the local area and how to get involved, please see 
other articles in this newsletter. 

Looking forward to seeing you in Madison Heights soon 
and hope to see you at our July 4th Parade and celebration at 
Allendale Park.

Sincerely,
John Latta
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Thank You to our Most Recent Donors!

A special shout-out goes to Sharon Crandall — our newest Platinum Level 
MHNA member! Thank you for helping the neighborhood so generously. 
And thanks to everyone!

To all Madison Heights residents who haven’t given this year, PLEASE join 
with your neighbors to help keep MHNA working for us all by making 
your tax-deductible donation on our website. Thank you.

Devin Agran & 
Don McGgill 
Bob Aronoff*
Rosey Bell*
Lon & Heidi Bender
Robert & Vicki Bond
Glenn Camhi & Paul 
Felix***
Mary Carey
Myoung-Hee 
Christiansen
Judith Constable
Sharon Crandall***
Barbara Davis
William Doll
Erika & Brett Foy***
Todd Frealy & Anne 
Bigley
Mark & Sharon 
Freeark*

Amy Giardello
Howard & Lindy 
Hardman*
Patricia Harris
Kristin & Berkeley 
Harrison**
Paul & Pam Johnson*
Paula Johnson
Amy Kim
Katherine 
Kingston-Seley
Million Lee
Chuck Livingstone*
Page Malloy**
Mike & Ann Malone*
Greg McLemore*
Mary & Wes Monroe
William Morgan
Frances & Dave 
Morrison*

Andrew Moshfeghi
Kentin & Tessa 
Nelson
Karen Otamura
Susie & Alex Pilmer*
Carol & Glenn 
Pomerantz
Hari & Paula Rao
Susan Stark
Tom & Laney 
Techentin*
David & Betsy 
Thompson*
Pam Thyret
Cathy Tyner
Jon & Martha 
Williamson
Jim & Julia 
Woodward

*Silver Level Members
**Gold Level Members
***Platinum Level Members

Letter from the MHNA President
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Greetings Madison Heights!
 Thank you for giving Pasadena Heritage the opportunity to be in-
cluded in the MHNA Newsletter! Pasadena Heritage is the local his-
toric preservation organization, just completing its 40th anniversa-
ry year. Our mission is to identify, preserve and protect the historic, 
architectural, and cultural resources of the City of Pasadena through advo-
cacy and education. We invite you all to join us! Please visit www.pasade-
naheritage.org for information about events, issues, and membership.

Mansionization and Major Developments in and 
around Neighborhood Association
 Its central location, just south of Pasadena’s Civic Center and between 
Old Pasadena and South Lake Avenue, has long made Madison Heights both 
very attractive and uniquely vulnerable to development pressures and im-
pacts as the city grows and changes. Major projects underway now, directly 
to the north, include a new hotel and more apartments at the east end of the 
Paseo, the new Kaiser Permanente Medical School at Los Robles and Green 
Street, and multi-family housing where the old Braille Institute used to be. 
In addition, the large office building at the southwest corner of Cordova and 
Los Robles is being converted to housing, and the Paseo, itself, is undergo-
ing some major improvements to increase retail and restaurant uses. All of 
this development is acceptable under Pasadena’s General Plan, and environ-
mental studies for the General Plan and for each individual project conclud-
ed that traffic as well as air and water pollution will be at acceptable levels. 
Only time will tell, however, what living with all this change will be like.

 Development is happening within the neighborhood, too, with many 
rehab projects underway that include large new additions to existing homes. 
Most houses in our older neighborhoods, including MHNA, are “historic” 
in terms of age and style, but not officially designated as landmarks or con-
tributors to a larger Landmark District. On South Los Robles alone there 
are four projects underway or recently completed that include considerable 
new square-footage. All fall within existing zoning, but some are better de-
signed than others and there is no design review for single-family houses.

 Currently, single-family construction or renovation is only reviewed 
in the most basic terms (set-backs, height and lot coverage). That’s why the 
topic of “Mansionization” and current planning efforts to create stronger rules 
for residential development is so important, especially as recovering property 
values are fuelling this activity. Pasadena Heritage has pressed for stronger 
single-family zoning regulations for years, as have several associations and in-
dividuals. The City’s Planning Department is responding, and new draft regu-
lations should be available to the public soon. We strongly encourage MHNA 
residents to join us in reviewing them and supporting changes to the code 
that will help make “improvements” fit better with neighborhood character.

Civic center task force meetings are public
 The newly appointed Civic Center Task Force held its first meeting on 
October 26. It will be working to develop parameters for development of the 
historic YWCA and adjacent property in the Civic Center.  Pasadena Heritage is 
pleased to have a representative on the Task Force (Claire Bogaard) and will be 
participating in the process regularly. The group has the help of an independent 
facilitator, and members agreed that Task Force meetings should be open to the 
public. The next meeting will likely include a tour of the site and will be sched-
uled before the end of the year. Everyone interested is encouraged to attend!

One Arroyo Day
 Pasadena’s greatest open space was celebrated at One Arroyo Day 
on November 18th. The free event was sponsored by the Arroyo Advisory 
Group and the City of Pasadena. Information, demonstrations, open houses, 
and more highlighted the many attractions available in the Arroyo, from 
tranquil nature walks to active sports, volunteer opportunities and historic 
sites. Pasadena Heritage had a booth in Brookside Park along with numerous 
other organizations active or interested in the Arroyo. For more information 
on the work of the Arroyo Advisory Group (AAG), visit OneArroyo.org.

Entertain Your Holiday Guests and Yourself
  Pasadena Heritage traditionally offers walking tours to entertain visitors 
and residents alike during the holidays. This year’s tours will feature the Play-
house District or Hillcrest Avenue and are scheduled on Saturday, December 
30, starting at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Each docent-guided tour takes 1-1/2 to 
2 hours. The cost is $15 for Pasadena Heritage members and $20 for non-mem-
bers. Get a little exercise while enjoying an historic Pasadena neighborhood 
on foot! For tickets, go to pasadenaheritage.org or call us at 626 441-6333.

A word from the Director of 
Pasadena Heritage, Sue Mossman
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By Kristin Harrison
Treasurer

The Board of Madison Heights 
Neighborhood Association is 
excited to share with you our new 
and simpler way to participate in 
our neighborhood association.   
Although we love the names of all 
of our wonderful street trees that we 
have used in the past, we thought 
it would be easier to understand 
the different giving levels with more 
common labels.  We also wanted to let 
you know how your donation helps 
our Neighborhood Association. 

There are now four different giving 
levels, however, as I say with a smile, 
you can always give any additional 
amount that you would like to 
contribute.  First there is The Bronze 
Member for $30.00 and that donation 
will be used towards maintaining our 
website and any needed mailings to 
help keep you informed.  Next there 
is The Silver Member for $100.00 
which will not only help to maintain 
the website and our mailings, but also 
help support the cost of our wonderful 
4th of July parade.   The third level is 
The Gold Member at $250.00 and at 
this level you not only help with the 
Associations’ communication needs 
and The Parade, but you will also be 
invited to gather at a neighbor’s home 
during the holiday season to enjoy a 

cocktail party that is hosted by the 
MHNA Board.  The final level at 
$500.00 is the Platinum Member and 
these members not only participate 
with all the previously mentioned 
levels, but they will also have special 
recognition at our 4th of July Parade.   

You will be able to give through 
our new website where you will also 
receive recognition for your donation, 
should you choose.  However, if 
emails and websites are not your 
thing, you will also have the ability 
to give with a donor envelope and 
check and still be recognized on our 
website, again, should you choose. 

We are excited about all these new 
giving and involvement levels. With 
this new program, your support is 
good for the entire calendar year 
(donations made in December 2017 
will count toward 2018). No more 
trying to remember when you gave 
last, you can just give every calendar 
year and know that those different 
levels benefit you that entire year.

We live in such a unique part of our 
city because we have this wonderful 
small town neighborhood feel 
with the accessibility to shops and 
restaurants right at our fingertips.  I 
grew up in this neighborhood, went 
to college and then returned to this 
neighborhood when I got married.  
We want to keep and support our 
traditions that make this a special 
and close neighborhood, but it is 
also more important than ever that 
we stay highly informed on what is 
going on around us.  City Council 
has the pressures of the needs of 
other neighborhoods in this city, 
along with allowing for growth and 
development, complying with state 
mandates, regulating STR's and 
ADU’s, the list goes on and on.  We as 
a board want to keep you informed so 
that we can help maintain our special 
neighborhood feeling while City 
Council deals and decides on all these 
daunting and important issues, so that 
we can speak as a collective voice.

Membership for Madison 
Heights Neighborhood 
Assocation: Benefits and 
how to sign up

$250
DONATION 
FOR SILVER 

LEVEL

DONATION 
FOR BRONZE 

LEVEL

$30
YEAR IN 

WHICH THE 
PROGRAM 

BEGINS

2018$500DONATION 
LEVELS 
BY THE 

NUMBERS

$100
DONATION 
FOR GOLD 

LEVEL

DONATION 
FOR 

PLATINUM 
LEVEL
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Dear Neighbors:

 Thank you for the opportunity to share information with my immediate neighbors; if you have any questions, 
please email me: ttornek@cityofpasaena.net

CITY FINANCES

 While this year’s Budget is balanced and we have increased our reserves, the 5 year forecast is daunting. Increas-
ing salaries, necessary to attract and retain the best employees and significant unfunded Pension burdens will over-
whelm projected Revenue expenses. We will continue to trim where we can, but beginning next year we will have to 
find additional revenue sources or be forced to cut services. I will be sharing ideas over the coming months.

LAND USE RULES

 There are varying perspectives on new development: How much? How big? Where?  
 The City Council has recently made a decision on regulating Air BnB-style rentals & prohibiting “party houses”. 
Soon, work will begin on neighborhood Specific Plans which provide the rules for new development throughout the 
City and Mansionization regulations will be developed to make certain that new or remodeled homes are compatible 
with existing neighborhoods. Please participate in these discussions. 

ELECTION DATES

 State law seeks to compel us to abandon our traditional Spring/odd year pattern and to join the March-November/
even year State/Federal cycle. This shift, designed to increase Voter participation, will drastically alter our local elec-
tions in ways that many find undesirable. Any change will have to go to the Voters for a charter amendment, probably 
in June, 2018. Please make an effort to become informed about this issue and to make your feelings known. 

CANNABIS REGULATIONS

 The Voters approved the State-wide legalization of cannabis for personal use and cultivation. However, it is up 
to each City to establish regulations governing sale and commercial cultivation. Should Pasadena allow and tax retail 
sales? We may retain our current prohibitions and delay acting until we see how other Cities’ new regulations actually 
work. Being early adopters may not be in our best interest here.

ARROYO SECO REFORMS

 A citizen panel has been working for several months to develop a new vison and action plan for Pasadena’s most 
important natural resource. They are conducting meetings around the City and will report their findings in December.
 Madison Heights has traditionally been one of Pasadena’s best informed and civically active neighborhoods. I am 
confident that this tradition will continue and I look forward to hearing from you on these issues and may others as we 
all work to keep this a great City.

A letter from Mayor Terry Tornek
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The neighborhood tree 
and filming connection

By Suzie Boyer
Beautification Chair

Madison Heights is one of the most 
frequently filmed neighborhoods in Pasadena.  
Known for its gracious, tree lined streets and beauti-
ful homes, our neighborhood is easily recognized in 
numerous movies, TV shows, and commercials.

Maintaining the beauty of Madison Heights is one 
of MHNA’s prime concerns, and over the years we have 
worked closely with the City of Pasadena to achieve 
this goal. While the City is responsible for planting the 
designated street tree, they are only allowed to plant 
15-gallon size trees. MHNA has upgraded several 
trees in the neighborhood, resulting in larger trees be-
ing planted. Examples of tree upgrading can be seen 
with the Magnolia’s on Oakland. Another example of 
MHNA beautification efforts are the Glenarm Cir-
cles; initially planted with ground cover, MHNA had 
them replanted with white roses and flowering trees.

Most Madison Heights residents are probably un-
aware that the money for beautification comes from the 
film companies. As in other frequently filmed neighbor-
hoods, MHNA asks each film company for a donation of 
$500 per shoot. So, the next time you see filming on the 
streets of Madison Heights, you will know that they are 
contributing towards our neighborhood beautification!

Beautification Upcoming Plans

Glenarm Circles:  As you may have noticed, one of 
the trees in the Glenarm Circle on Los Robles is miss-

ing. MHNA will be upgrading and planting a new 
Crape Myrtle tree in the next few months.  In ad-
dition, rose bushes will be added to both circles.

Street trees: Madison Heights Neighbor-
hood Association will be upgrading se-
lect street trees over the next few months.

More Information on 
Filming

Many residents have expressed an interest in listing 
their property for filming.  For information on whether 
your home is a candidate, a good start would be to con-
tact a location company that acts as an agent for the prop-
erty.  Location companies that are frequently involved in 
Pasadena shoots include Home Shoot Home, Reel to Reel 
Locations, Universal Locations, and Image Locations.*

*MHNA does not endorse any location compa-
ny. List provided for informational purposes only.

Bookmark our new website! 
Our website has been rewritten and redesigned to deliver the 
neighborhood and city information you need.  It looks great on your 
computer, tablet or smartphone.  

You can join MHNA, see who’s on the board, add our events to your 
calendar, find out about location filming, get up to speed on the big 
issues facing our neighborhood, volunteer to serve as a block captain 
and find out where the historic  “old mill of the padres” was located.

Have a question? A comment? An opinion? Use our contact form! 

MHNAPasadena.org
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The Madison Heights Neighbor-
hood Association is looking for 
Block Captains! MHNA is work-
ing hard to recruit residents to 
serve in this leadership role.

     
What is a Block Captain?

Block captains were designed to 
address the city's desire to add more 
neighborhood watch programs to our 
communities. In addition to acting as 
a liaison between our association and 
the Pasadena Police Department, Block 
Captains will also act as the “street com-
municator” for the MHNA board.

     
Why do we need Block Captains?
Each street in our neighborhood 

has different needs and concerns in-
cluding crime, traffic, development, 
mansionization, etc. Block Cap-
tains present their street’s unique 
needs to MHNA, and in many situ-
ations the association can help ad-
dress these concerns through letter 
writing to the city, community con-
tacts, information gathering, etc.

   
   

What Are the Responsibilities?
We ask block captains to host one 

initial community block meeting 
with the PPD's Community Service 
Officer, Sarah Presley. Officer Pre-
sley will come to your home in the 
evening on a prearranged date and 
discuss with your neighbors what it 
means to be officially recognized as 
a Neighborhood Watch by the City 
of Pasadena. The City sends out of-
ficial postcards to your neighbors 
listing the date, time, and place for 

the meeting once it has been set be-
tween the host and Officer Presley.

As neighbors gather at the meet-
ing and emails lists are created from 
attendees, we also ask the Block Cap-
tain to act as the “street communica-
tor" for the MHNA board. MHNA has 
a master email list and will send out 
a monthly blast, but many times it is 
more effective to send information 
through Block Captains. For this rea-
son, MHNA will distribute urgent or 
targeted information from the associa-
tion to the streets via Block Captains.

   
   

How do I sign up?
As of now, we have 16 Block Cap-

tains, but we need more! Please con-
tact me, Erika Foy, if you are inter-
ested at foyfamily@sbcglobal.net

   
   

A Note from Erika
Keeping our neighborhood intact, 

safe, and crime-free is the ultimate 
goal of the Block Captain program. 
Watching out for one another and 
"saying something if you see some-
thing" has proven to be an excel-
lent way to watch over one another. 
Block Captains truly bring the word 
"neighbor" back to “neighborhood!”

   
   

In this fast-paced world, help me 
bring back the old concept of 
watching out for one anoth-
er. We will be better for it!

     
—Erika Foy, VP Membership

Map of current 
block captains

Does your street not yet have a 
block captain?

Please reach out to Madison 
Heights Neighborhood 

Association if you want to fill 
this position.

Hear all about it from current block captains

"Neighborhood watch is not just about protecting our neighborhood, it's about getting to know our neigh-
bors.  It's the extension of the family unit and gives us the opportunity to reach out and help our neigh-
bors who are elderly, housebound, or who just need to know there is someone close by if help is needed."

-Block Captain Sue Colton

"I love being a block captain and reaching out to my neighbors about issues on our block as well as our 
neighborhood as a whole.   Our neighborhood is worth protecting especially because it is such a unique 
and historic community. My neighbors and I agree we want to retain the small town feel of our neighbor-
hoods and not try to replicate the westside of LA! Block captains are the first step to keeping that feeling."

-Block Captain Erika Foy

"I love how the neighborhood has reinvigorated and how we are coming togeth-
er as a community. Being a block captain has given me the opportunity to recon-
nect with neighbors that I've been out of touch with. I'm glad to be part of the process."

-Block Captain Sharon Freeark



WINTER 2017/20188

By Michael Sullivan
Newsletter Editor

The Madison Heights Neighbor-
hood Association (MHNA) hosted 
its 15th annual Fourth of July Parade 
and Picnic on Tuesday morning with 
a record crowd and some new attrac-
tions – one of which towered about a 
dozen feet above marchers’ heads.

Originally created as a response 
to the terrorist attacks of September 
2001, the event continues to serve 
as a means of promoting patriotism, 
bringing together the Pasadena com-
munity, and paying homage to the 
city’s firefighters and police officers.

Lieutenant Mark Goodman of the 
Pasadena Police served as the pa-
rade’s Master of Ceremonies. Work-
ing with the fire department, he also 
made sure everyone who partici-
pated was safe from start to finish. 
Devoted to serving the Pasadena 
community, Goodman found par-
ticipating in the parade a very spe-
cial experience. “We love the ability 
to interact with and serve our com-
munity at the same time,” he said.

He surprised the crowd and even 
the event’s organizers by arrang-
ing with the Police Department’s 
Air Operations Section for a po-
lice chopper to fly over and blast 
its horn to kick off the parade.

Pasadena Mayor Terry Tornek, City 
Councilmember Andy Wilson, and 
Council District Liaison Pam Thyret 
all participated. Two former MHNA 
presidents who have long been de-
voted to public service in Pasadena 
served as this year’s Grand Marshals: 
Chuck Livingstone and Neil Klein-
man. MHNA Vice President (Mem-
bership) Erika Foy said that “put-
ting together the event takes a lot 
of work. Streets have to be closed in 
the city, permits are needed, Trans-
portation has to approve the pa-
rade route, insurance is required for 
MHNA and every vendor, volun-
teers must be organized, we have to 
publicize the event, and the expens-
es need to be addressed as well.”

Regarding finances, Oba Sushi, 
Armstrong Garden Centers, Trader 
Joe’s and Smith Brothers Restaurants 
sponsored the event. A Los Angeles 
local, Smith Brothers Restaurants co-
founder Gregg Smith said he and his 
brother “have been in the community 
for over 30 years and like to support 
worthwhile community causes. The 
parade fit the bill. We were honored 
to feel like a part of the celebration.”

Many residents feel the parade is 
an excellent way to bring commu-
nity members together and create 
and strengthen bonds. “The parade 
is amazing because we have a kind 

of quiet community, and it was nice 
to see so many families out there re-
laxing together with their kids play-
ing,” said Foy. “I just love seeing peo-
ple having a good time together. It 
was nice for parents and neighbors 
to socialize just down the street.”

MHNA Secretary Glenn Camhi 
added that “Every year more neigh-
bors meet at the parade who’ve never 
had a chance to meet, and many a 

friendship is formed. A good num-
ber of people came from other parts 
of Pasadena this year, and bringing 
people together is great, it enhances 
civic pride and strengthens a com-
munity bond. But my favorite aspect 
of the parade is just seeing the looks 
of pure joy on all those kids’ faces.”

Chris Monahan, who recently 
moved to Pasadena, echoed Foy’s and 
Camhi’s comments, saying he and his 
family really enjoyed meeting the Pas-
adena community at the event. “The 
parade ... let us realize how great of a 
community Pasadena is,” he said. He 
loved the opportunity it gave for chil-
dren to interact outside in a healthy, 
safe environment. “The best part was 
that I could see my kids safely riding 
in the center of the street in a parade. 
It was great being able to walk down 
the street without any interference.”

Other community members felt 
the same way. Gary Dye said that 
“As a parent, the parade makes us 
feel really good. We love to get our 

kids involved in something out-
doors, something active like biking. 
Having Madison Heights provide 
a safe environment for our kids is 
something we really appreciate.”

The most notable difference be-
tween this parade and those of pre-
vious years was the sheer num-
ber of people who attended.

“We made the parade bigger. We 
had more stuff. It was the first time 
we had an official MC and a great 
singer for the Star-Spangled Ban-
ner kick us off,” Camhi said, refer-
ring to local singer Elisa Gonzalez. 
“We had dogs from the Pasadena 
Humane Society’s Mobile Outreach 
Unit, an ultimate Frisbee game, sev-
eral fire trucks for the kids to climb 
into, and a couple magnificent classic 
cars for the Grand Marshals, which 
people loved. And atop all that – lit-
erally – we had the wonderful stilt 
walker Morgan Halverson entertain-
ing the crowd along the route and 
at the party in Allendale Park.”

Blair High School’s JROTC Color 
Guard and Boy Scouts from Troop 
5 marched below her with flags and 
banners, followed by the tradition-
al mass of kids on decorated bikes 
and everything else on wheels. Pie 
‘N Burger and Kona Ice provided 
the food, the great Tom Solis Band 
kept the mood festive with live mu-
sic, and the Armory Center for the 
Arts provided a craft area for the 
youngsters (which Livingstone gen-
erously underwrites every year).

Regarding the future of the parade, 
members of the community hope to 
see it continue to grow and expand.

Livingstone said, “I see the pa-
rade growing for sure. I see more 
events. We’ve done different things 
in the past like pie eating con-
tests and places for kids to draw 
with chalk. I hope to see more ac-
tivities like these in the future.”

Planning for a bigger event 
in 2018 is already afoot.

Madison Heights 
Neighborhood Association 
celebrates annual Fourth of 
July Parade and Picnic

“Every year more neighbors meet at 
the parade who’ve never had a chance 
to meet, and many a friendship is 
formed. A good number of people 
came from other parts of Pasadena 
this year, and bringing people togeth-
er is great, it enhances civic pride and 
strengthens a community bond."

-MHNA Secretary Glenn Camhi

GRAND MARSHAL CHUCK LIVINGSTONE and his family tour the streets during the Madison Heights Neighborhood 
Association Parade and Picnic. Many members of  the community joined one another to celebrate this special event. 


